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Edition 6. Spring 2015 

Welcome to the spring 2015 edition of our 

Portishead Rail Services newsletter.  

The decision on the location of Portishead 
rail station (0ption 2B), expected to be 
made on 17 March, will be a major step 

forward for the project. Option 2B was the 
most popular option from the public 
consultation we did last summer. The 
Office of Rail Regulation has now 

determined that they would not 
contemplate a level crossing, which is a 
sensible decision. A level crossing would 

have been bad for Portishead on so many 
fronts.   

The additional risks to pedestrians and 
other transport users were just too great 

and would have continued in perpetuity. It 
would also have caused a lot of traffic 
disruption. This project is about improving 
overall quality of life for local people, for 

business and for visitors and a level 
crossing would have put that at risk, over 
the short, medium and long term.      

Nigel Ashton, 
Leader of North Somerset Council  

Project overview  
The project to re‐open the Portishead line to passenger rail services is 

now part of the MetroWest programme to improve local rail services 

across the West of England. This programme will use both existing 
and disused rail lines that feed into and across Bristol, operating half-

hourly services subject to a proven business case being made and 

infrastructure constraints. Phase 1 of the programme includes 

re‐opening the Portishead rail line to passenger services and 
increasing the frequency of services on the Severn Beach and Bath 

lines. The project is being led by North Somerset Council on behalf of 

the four West of England councils (Bath and North East Somerset, 
Bristol City, South Gloucestershire and North Somerset). A further 

MetroWest Phase 2 project is also being progressed by the councils. 
 

Portishead rail station location confirmed  
On 17 March 2015 North Somerset Council’s Executive will consider a 
report asking them to confirm the location for Portishead rail station 

as option 2B, on the corner of Quays Avenue and Harbour Road.  The 

decision follows extensive technical assessment of six station options, 

the public consultation we undertook in June /July 2014 on three 
shortlisted viable options and further assessment of the case for a 

level crossing at Quays Avenue.  Following consideration of the 

technical assessment, the Office of Rail Regulation (ORR) confirmed in 
a letter in early March  ‘…to not contemplate a level crossing at Quays 

Avenue.’  The ORR’s reasons were that: there was no case for 

exceptional circumstances for a level crossing; there are viable non-

level crossing options available; and there are significant traffic issues 
causing safety risks to the operation of the railway.  The ORR also had 

concerns about: the likelihood of pedestrians or vehicles blocking the 

level crossing is high; additional risks arising to pedestrians; and the 
likelihood of pedestrians jumping the barriers.  The ORR letter sets 

out 10 major concerns in relation to a level crossing at Quays Avenue.   
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Development consent order  
MW Phase 1 is a Nationally Significant 
Infrastructure Project (NSIP) and consequently 
requires a Development Consent Order (DCO).  
The DCO regime is a planning process for major 
infrastructure development and subject to 
satisfying the Secretary of State, the process 
provides planning consent to build and operate 
infrastructure.  A DCO can also include 
compulsory purchase of land required for a 
project and brings together previously separate 
consenting regimes into one single process.  
 

There are six stages in the DCO process and it can 
take around three years to complete.  However, 
the DCO process runs in parallel with other 
technical processes and for MetroWest Phase 1 
this includes rail industry technical processes, 
procurement of the infrastructure works, 
procurement of the train service etc and so will 
not add three years onto the delivery of the 
project.    
 

Stage 1 of the DCO process, known as ‘pre-
application’, is under way and is scheduled to be 
completed with the submission of the DCO 
planning application in spring 2016.  The 
following fiv5 stages will take approximately 18 
months and subject to meeting the requirements, 
the timescales for receipt of the DCO and 
completion of the process is late 2017.  
Construction will then begin and following 
commissioning and testing of infrastructure, the 
project is scheduled to open in May 2019. 
 

For stage 1 of the DCO process the ‘promoter’ 
(the council) has to engage with and consult the 
local community, business, stakeholders, land 
owners, statutory bodies and interested parties 
etc.  An initial public consultation on the project 
is planned for early summer 2015 to ascertain the 
community’s expectations, to identify any areas 
of concern and to provide the community with an 
opportunity to influence the design of the 
project.  The project outline design will then 
follow over the summer and autumn.  Before the 
outline design is completed a more formal public 
consultation will be carried out in the autumn.  

More information about both consultation stages 
will be made available soon.   
 

An Environmental Impact Assessment will also be 
required for the DCO planning application.  Early 
work on this has started to identify all the 
existing wildlife, habitats and protected species 
along the railway corridor.     
 

Timescales 
The project has the following key milestones and 
the dates shown against each one are what we 
are trying to achieve - but this is dependent on 
statutory processes and funding approval: 
 

Project stage Stage description Indicative 
timescales 

Stage 1 
preliminary 
business case 

feasibility (inc GRIP 
1-2) 

completed 

Stage 2 
outline 
business case 

option development  
and project case (inc 
GRIP 3 & 4) 

autumn 2014 
to spring 2016 

Stage 3 
full business 
case 

planning powers 
and procurement  
(including GRIP 5) 

summer 2016 
to autumn 
2017 

Stage 4 
delivery 

construction and  
opening with train 
services beginning 
(inc GRIP 6-8) 

autumn 2017 
to spring 2019 

 

The above timescales are indicative only and assume positive 
outcomes at all key decision points between 2014 and 2019.  The 
programme has been produced without prejudice to the decisions 
of the Local Transport Body, the affordability of the project to the 
four councils and various planning, legal and regulatory aspects. 
 

Further information 
If you have any questions or would like to be 
added to our email database please email us at:  
prs@n-somerset.gov.uk  Information is also 
available at: www.n-somerset.gov.uk/prs 
  
More information about the wider project and 
wider sub-regional rail programme, including 
what’s happening with the Severn Beach line, 
Bath line etc is available at 
www.travelwest.info/MetroWest 
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